
International Student  

Pre-Arrival Guide 

 

Please note that you will be required to attend international student orientation from 

Wednesday, January 13 – Monday, January 18th 

We are looking forward to having you with us! 

Spring 2021 
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Welcome to Lock Haven University!      
 

  

 

Congratulations on selecting Lock Haven University, and on behalf of the Center for 

Global Engagement (CGE), welcome!  Whether you are a degree-seeking student, a 

visiting, or an exchange student, we are looking forward to welcoming you in person 

soon.   LHU has welcomed international students from all over the world for over four 

decades, and we are very proud of our international community.  International 

students, both matriculating and exchange, play an integral role in the intellectual and 

cultural life of our campus.   

The CGE is the primary contact office for all LHU international students.  We are here to 

help you make the most of your time at LHU by advising you on cultural, academic, and 

immigration matters.  The office provides opportunities to meet and build friendships 

with U.S. families and students and to promote cross-cultural exchanges through a 

variety of programs.  We invite you to contact us at any time.   

This Pre-Arrival Guide has been designed to help you plan for your trip to the U.S. and 

your stay at LHU.  I hope that you will read it carefully and use it to plan ahead.  If you 

have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact one of the CGE staff 

members.    

Best wishes for a safe trip to Lock Haven! 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 
 
 

 
Rosana Campbell 

Director, Center for Global Engagement 
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Center for Global Engagement (CGE) Staff 

 

 

Rosana Campbell 

 

Director of the Center for Global Engagement 

rcampbel@lockhaven.edu 

 

 

 

John Gradel 

 

Assistant Director of the Center for Global Engagement & 

International Admissions  

jgradel@lockhaven.edu 

 

 

Shawn O’Dell 

 

Secretary of the Center for Global Engagement &  

Global Honors  

sodell@lockhaven.edu  
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✓  Check List for New International Students 

 

Below is a helpful check-list of things you will need to do before arriving in the United 

States to study.  To help you complete your to-do list we have provided this Pre-Arrival 

Guide with answers to most, if not all your questions: 

  Gain admission to Lock Haven University (page 6) 

  Pay your SEVIS Fee (page 6) 

  Request an F-1 or J-1 Visa (page 7) 

  Mark your calendar for the mandatory New  

International Student Orientation (page 8) 

  Plan for your arrival to the United States (page 9) 

  Secure University Housing (page 10) 

  Plan what to bring with you (page 11) 

  Understand student billing of tuition, room, and 

board (page 12) 

  Plan for your living expenses (page 13) 

  Secure a Health Care Insurance Plan (page 16) 
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First Steps Before Arriving in the United States 
 

Welcome to Lock Haven University (LHU) of Pennsylvania! International students 
wishing to study in the United States must complete the following to ensure that they 
may attend school here: 

 

1) Gain admission to Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania (you should receive 

your admission letter in the mail) 

2) Receive an I‐20 (for F-1 students) or a DS-2019 (for J-1 students) from the 

Center for Global Engagement (you must have the original forms signed by an 

LHU school official in order to meet with an embassy or consulate officer—you 

will receive this with your admission letter) 

3) Pay the SEVIS fee (I‐901 payment directions are provided below) 

4) Make an appointment with your local U.S. Embassy or Consulate  

5) Make living arrangements at LHU (this is already completed for exchange/visiting 

students) 

6) Make travel arrangements and arrival arrangements to LHU (there is 

transportation provided from the two regional airports – see Arrival from Port of 

Entry for more information) 

Now you must complete the remaining tasks to arrive on time to your program. You 

should start this process as early as possible; in some countries it takes up to four 
(4) months to obtain a visa appointment with the U.S. Embassy or Consulate. 
 

SEVIS Fee Information 
 

Effective October 27, 2008, the US Department of Homeland Security (DHS) changed 

the fees international students and exchange visitors are charged to use the Student 

and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS).  The current SEVIS fees are as 

follows: 

F-1 Visa: $200.00 USD   J-1 Visa: $180.00 USD 

Before you can apply for your first F‐1 or J-1 visa for entry to the United States, you 

must pay the SEVIS fee. This is a separate payment from the visa application fee.  The 

Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania’s “school code” for the following visas is:  

F-1 Visa is: PHI214F0051600  J-1 Visa is: P-1-04725 

• The form I‐901 SEVIS fee information is available ONLINE at www.fmjfee.com. 
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• The SEVIS fee must be paid in U.S. dollars and can be paid via internet or 

through Western Union’s “Quick Pay” service. More information is available at 

www.fmjfee.com. 

• Keep the receipt of payment! You will have to present the receipt as proof of 

payment.  You will also need the receipt when traveling in/out of the country for 

future visits. 

• Canadian citizens must present the SEVIS fee payment receipt at a US port of 

entry. You will not be able to pay the SEVIS fee at the border. 

 
Request an F-1 or J-1 Visa from an American Embassy or Consulate 
 

Immigration Documents: LHU issued you a Form I‐20 (F-1 Visa) or a DS-2019 (J-1 

Visa) containing your program information. It will be sent to you (or your university if 
you are an exchange or visiting student) via DHL/UPS/USPS shipping along with an 

official acceptance letter. You must take the form I‐20 or the DS-2019 to the visa 

interview.  Look for the closest American Embassy or Consulate near your hometown 
and schedule a visa interview.  
 

 You will find a listing of local US embassies at the link below. 
 

• www.usembassy.gov 
 
Be sure to visit your local U.S. Embassy or Consulate’s website before your appointment 

to ensure that you take all the recommended documents with you to your appointment. 
 
Some helpful information about the visa interview is provided below. When entering the 

United States, you will be required to present your Form I‐20 (F-1 students) or your DS-

2019 (J-1 students) and your visa. It is essential that you bring these documents, as 
well as your passport with you to the International Student Orientation at LHU. 

 

Ten Points to Remember When Applying for a Student Visa 

 

1. Ties to your home country: 

Mention jobs, family, financial prospects, and investments in your home country, since 
these will give you a reason to return to your home country after completing your 
studies. 

 
2. English: 
Your interview will probably take place in English.  If English is not your first language, 

practice the interview with a native English speaker if possible. 
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3. Speak for yourself: 
You will give a negative impression if you cannot speak on your own behalf. 

 
4. Know your program and how it fits your career plans: 
Inform the interviewing officer of your reasons for studying a certain program in the 

U.S.  Also, tell the interviewer how you will use this education once you return home. 
 
5. Be concise: 

Consular officers are busy and you should only expect 2 or 3 minutes of their time. 
Keep your answers short. 

 
6. Additional documentation: 
It should be clear what each document is and what it signifies. Again, you will only have 

a few minutes. 
 
7. Not all countries are equal: 

Applicants from countries suffering economic problems or from countries where many 
students have remained in the U.S. as immigrants will have more difficulty getting 
visas. 

 
8. Employment: 
The main purpose of going to the U.S. should be to study. Make it clear to your officer 

that you intend to return to your home country for employment after finishing your U.S. 
education. 
 

9. Dependents remaining at home: 
If you are leaving dependent family members in your home country, explain how the 
family will be supported while you are gone. 

 
10. Maintain a positive attitude: 

If your visa is denied, do not argue. Politely ask for the reason for refusal in writing. 
For more information, visit http://www.nafsa.org/resourcelibrary/default.aspx?id=8643 
 

Travel to Lock Haven 

The International Office will offer free pick-up from the following airport on 

Wednesday, January 15, 2020: 

• University Park Airport (SCE) 
o Distance from Lock Haven: 40 miles (54 km), 40 minutes 
o Address: 2535 Fox Hill Road, State College, PA 16803 
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Pre-Arrival Form 

If you plan to use the airport pick-up option, you must complete the Pre-Arrival Form in 

this packet, scan the document, and e-mail to Ms. Shawn O’Dell 

(sodell@lockhaven.edu) by no later than Friday, December 20, 2020 to secure free 

transportation from the airport to Lock Haven University.  You must book your flight to 

arrive to the airport listed above for Wednesday, January 13, 2021 for arrival into the 

airport no later than 8:00 PM EST.  If you are going to receive our transportation and 

your flight is going to be late/delayed, if possible please call or text 570-295-4729 the 

CGE mobile phone or e-mail jgradel@lockhaven.edu.  

If you plan to arrive on another day, you will need to make your own arrangements to 

get to LHU.  Each airport should have a shuttle service at the airports “Help Desk.”  

Provide the shuttle service with the address below under “Problems Arriving.” 

At the end of the fall semester, the CGE Office will again offer a free airport 

transportation to University Park Airport.  This will depart campus on Saturday, May 8, 

2021. 

 

Moving into Campus Housing 

Arriving BEFORE January 13, 2021:  You are not permitted to move into campus 

housing until January 13, 2021 starting at 4:00pm. Dinner will be provided by the 

Center for Global Engagement. If you arrive in Lock Haven before this date, you will 

need to stay in a hotel.  We suggest the following:  

The Fairfield Inn and Suites   Best Western  

50 Spring Street     101 East Walnut Street  

Lock Haven, PA 17745   Lock Haven, PA 17745 

(570) 748-1580     (570) 748-329 

 

Arriving ON January 13, 2021:  Upon arriving to Lock Haven University, please go 

directly to Woolridge Hall to check in between the hours of 4:00 PM to 9:00 PM. If you 

arrive after 9:00 PM please go to Public Safety located in Glennon Building (refer to 

campus map) to receive help with checking in. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sodell@lhup.edu
mailto:jgradel@lockhaven.edu
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Problems Arriving 

Should you encounter any problems when you arrive in the United States, please phone 

the Center for Global Engagement 570- 484-2140.  The CGE office is open from 8:00 

a.m.-4:00 p.m. EST, Monday to Friday.  You can also contact the University’s Public 

Safety Office (campus police) 24 hours a day 570-484-2278, and they will contact a 

staff member of the office. 

If your luggage gets lost, you can ask the airline to send your luggage to this address: 

 

Public Safety/Campus Police 

Glennon Building – located on Glenn Road 

401 North Fairview Street 

Lock Haven University 

Lock Haven, PA 17745 

Campus Housing Information & Costs 

 

Currently, all international students are housed within Woolridge Hall: 

• http://www.lockhaven.edu/students/Housing/housing_tour/ 

Depending on what type of student at LHU you will be (exchange, visiting, or 

matriculating) will depend on your housing requirements at LHU: 

Exchange and Visiting: All exchange and visiting students must live on campus.  You 

will be assisted by the Center for Global Engagement (CGE) Office along with the Office 

of Student Life & Housing to secure housing.  More information can be found under the 

Tuition and Fees section of this guide.  Lock Haven University has different exchange 

agreements with different partner schools that dictate specific costs. If you have any 

questions regarding costs, please contact the international office of your home 

university.  In your application you should have completed housing information which 

will be used to place you into University housing. 

Matriculating (4 year students):  LHU requires that you live on campus during your 

first two years as a student. It is your responsibility to follow through to secure housing 

at LHU.  During the admission process, you will have paid a $200.00 USD deposit to 

secure your housing.  For more information please visit the Student Life & Housing 

website at http://www.lockhaven.edu/housing 

http://www.lhup.edu/students/Housing/housing_tour/
http://www.lockhaven.edu/housing
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Weather/Climate 

 

The Pennsylvania Climate is typical of a temperate zone with marked seasonal 

variations in temperature and precipitation. Within each season, the weather may be 
quite changeable. The following are general averages for Lock Haven, PA. Here is a 

general guide for temperatures: 

• Fall (mid–September – November): Days are often warm and sunny, nights 

are cool; temperatures range from 60°F (15°C) in the daytime to 32°F(0°C) at 
night. 

• Winter (December – March): Continuously cold weather with an occasional 

mild day; temperatures of about 32°F (0°C) to below 0°F (-20°C); snow, 
sometimes deep, is possible at any time. 

• Spring (April – May): Increasingly warm, sunny days; cool nights; temperatures 

sometimes reach 60°F (15°C) to 80°F (27°C); frequent thundershowers. 
• Summer (June – mid–September): Temperatures average from 70°F (25°C) 

to 90°F (35°C), with medium to occasionally high humidity. 

 

What to Bring 

 

The documents you want to make sure to keep with you include: 

• Admission letter to Lock Haven University 
• Current Passport  

• Current U.S. Visa 

• Form I-20 or Form DS-2019 
• SEVIS fee payment receipt, if applicable 

• Proof of funding that you provided in the immigration document application 

(financial documentation as listed on your Form I-20 or Form DS-2019) 

Clothing can be purchased at various retailers in Lock Haven, but a larger selection may 

be found at:  

• Lycoming Mall in Muncy, PA which is about 40 miles (59 km) or 40 minutes 
north of Lock Haven, PA  

• Nittany Mall in State College, PA which is about 30 miles (48 km) or 45 minutes 
south of Lock Haven, PA. 
 

Through the Eagles Explorers Program, the CGE provides transportation to various 

destinations with malls throughout the semester.  While Lock Haven University students 
usually dress quite casually, you may want to bring along a business suit or appropriate 

dress for more formal occasions such as the farewell reception, etc. 
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Due to the range in seasonal temperatures, you will need clothing suitable for both the 
hot, humid summers and the cold, snowy winters, as well as some transitional clothing 

for the spring and fall seasons. It is important that you bring everything from loose 
fitting, light clothing, to heavy winter coats and boots. When purchasing your winter 
coat, look for insulation products such as Thinsulate to provide extra warmth.  You will 

also want to consider some sort of rain protection.  

We suggest you wait to buy most of your items in the United States since over-weight 

baggage charges are high.  Please also be aware of items that are not permitted to be 
brought into the U.S.  For a list of those items visit Department of Homeland Security’s 

Transportation Security Administration website: 

• www.tsa.gov/travel/security-screening/prohibited-items 

Do not pack fresh fruit, produce, meat, prepared food, spices or plants. The U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection officers will not permit you to bring these items into the 

country. 

Do pack photos or items that remind you of home, but not those that are irreplaceable. 

You can also consider having someone send your items to you in the post once you 

know your address in the U.S. 

 

Cost of Tuition and Fees 

 

Your payment of tuition and fees depends on your student status: Exchange, Visiting, 

or Matriculating. 
 
Exchange: Exchange students typically pay tuition to their home university.  Exchange 

students will typically pay for the cost of food and housing at LHU; however, this varies 
upon the agreement with your university.  Exchange students are required to purchase 
a meal plan from LHU. This can be paid upon arriving to LHU.  Current costs for 

housing can be found from the link below.  Any questions should be directed to the CGE 
Office in 200 Ulmer Hall. 
 

Visiting: Visiting students typically pay all tuition, housing, meals, and fees to Lock 
Haven University (with some students receiving a scholarship/waiver).  Visiting students 
are required to live on campus and purchase a meal plan from LHU. 

 
Matriculating (4 year students): Matriculating students pay all tuition and fees to 

Lock Haven University. 
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Tuition is the cost of taking classes at LHU. Room and board is the cost living on 
campus and having a meal plan.  Fees include items such as technology, LHU shuttle, 

health services, and student activity fee.  For information on the current cost of 
attendance, visit the link below: 
 

• www.lockhaven.edu/students/studentaccounts/cost_information.html 
 

On your I-20 form and DS-2019 form you have the estimated cost for a meal plan of 14 
meals per week for a semester.  If you want to change this meal plan, you must do so 
within first five days of classes.  Visit the Dining Services website for more 

information: 
  

• lockhaven.campusdish.com 
 

International students are admitted to LHU upon evidence that they will have sufficient 

financial means to support themselves through their ENTIRE course of study. Students 
SHOULD NOT expect to receive any financial assistance from the University after arrival. 
There is NO financial aid for which international students may apply after arrival. 

 
The most current billing schedule may be found at the link below: 

 
• www.lockhaven.edu/students/studentaccounts/Billing_Payment/billing_payment.

html  

 
Review the above website as it has what your student bill would look like along with an 

explanation of how to read the bill.  Your semester bill will be due at the beginning of 
each semester.  If you cannot pay in full according to the due date onto your bill, make 
a visit to the Student Financial Services Office in 224 Ulmer Hall, and they can help you 

with a payment plan. 
 
Your student bill can be paid through the Student Financial Services and 

payments can be accepted by major credit cards such as MasterCard or 
Discover.  If you have a checking account you can also pay by E-Check.  You 
can also pay using an international wire transfer through Flywire.  

During orientation the CGE will provide you with your bill and the information on how to 

pay.  You do not need to pay prior to arriving to LHU. 

 

Cost of Living 
 

The cost of living in Lock Haven, Pennsylvania is considerably less expensive than major 

cities in the United States such as Los Angeles, New York City, etc.   

Remember that your currency will not be worth the same amount as in United States 

Dollars (USD).  In some cases, it can be worth more in other cases it can be worth less.  

http://www.lhup.edu/students/studentaccounts/cost_information.html
http://www.campusdish.com/en-us/CSE/LockHaven/
http://www.campusdish.com/en-us/CSE/LockHaven/
http://www.lockhaven.edu/students/studentaccounts/Billing_Payment/billing_payment.html
http://www.lockhaven.edu/students/studentaccounts/Billing_Payment/billing_payment.html
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Currency calculators can be found all over the internet.  Below are a few we 

recommend.  Please remember that currency values change EVERY day.  You will want 

to plan out how you can exchange your currency once you arrive to the United States.  

Most airports and banks have currency exchange services for a small fee. 

• X-Rates: www.x-rates.com/calculator.html 

• XE:  www.xe.com/ucc  

Here is a simple break down of what you can expect for living expenses when you come 

to Lock Haven: 

• Food: 

o All LHU students living on campus are required by the University to 

purchase a meal plan.  On your I-20 or DS-2019 form is the estimated 

cost for your room and board per academic semester (subject to change).  

This includes a semester meal plan with 14 meals per week.  You will 

have the option to change your meal plan (increase or reduce the number 

of meals per week) after you arrive at LHU.  Changes to your meal plan 

must be completed within the first five days of classes and will result in 

either a new bill or a refund of money being issued to you.   

▪ Dining Services Website: http://www.campusdish.com/en-

us/CSE/LockHaven/ 

o Eating out in a restaurant can be expensive, but a treat! Budget your 

money carefully as restaurants can cost $10 to (such as McDonalds) $50 

per meal! Ask to look at the menu and know the prices before ordering 

o Examples of how much food costs: 

▪ Large Pizza: $12 

▪ Cheeseburger with fries and a fountain drink from McDonalds: $6 

▪ Box of Cereal: $3 to $5 

 

• Clothing: 

o Clothing prices can vary greatly in the United States as there are many 

different places to shop from Wal-Mart (very inexpensive) to Macy’s (very 

expensive).  Depending on your taste, you can find clothing to your liking.  

Just remember to budget wisely! 

 

• Entertainment: 

o There are many different things to do in the United States from movies, 

playing tennis, going on a boat ride, to visiting museums.  Not everything 

you do will cost money.  The CGE Office plans several excursions 

http://www.campusdish.com/en-us/CSE/LockHaven/
http://www.campusdish.com/en-us/CSE/LockHaven/
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throughout the year that are free of cost or require an admission to be 

able to participate.  A complete list of events will be provided at the 

beginning of the semester so you can plan what you would like to do.  

Save your money so you can explore the beautiful United States! 

o Check out the Student Activities Office within the Parsons Union Building, 

commonly referred to as the PUB.  These events are funded by student 

activity fees (part of your tuition bill). 

o Examples of how much entertainment costs: 

▪ Movies (At the local movie theatre – Roxy): 

• $6 in the evening, $5 for a matinée – students  

▪ Bowling (Clinton Lanes): 

• 2 games for $10 plus shoe rental 

Some countries limit the amount of money that can be transferred abroad. Please 
inquire about these regulations BEFORE arriving. Take into account that you will have 

considerable expenses when you first arrive: tuition, fees, health insurance, rent, 
deposits, electricity, telephone, and basic household items. We recommend that you 
bring at least $1,500 USD extra to cover your initial living expenses, but this 
does not include tuition, fees, insurance, or room/board. At orientation you will 
receive information on how to obtain a bank as carrying large amounts of cash is not 
advised. 

 
You will want to notify your financial institution (banks, credit cards, etc.) that you will 

be using funds outside of your country for an extended period of time (however long 
you will be studying here).  This will prevent the financial institution from holding your 
funds. 
 

Getting Around - Transportation 
 

The transportation system in the United States is quite different from many other 

countries. Most Americans own cars, which are the most common form of 

transportation. Local public transportation in Lock Haven is very limited; however, you 

can get by without a car in town because many places are within walking distance from 

the campus.  

 

There is a taxi cab service, though, if you prefer not to walk. To call a cab, dial 570-

893-TAXI (8294). The cab company offers the LHU community 50% off on taxi fares 

when you ride with two or more people. The taxi driver will request to see your LHU ID 

in order to give you the discount. 
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It is easy to travel to several American cities from Lock Haven. Fullington Trailways 

operates a daily bus service between Lock Haven and New York, Philadelphia, 

Harrisburg and Williamsport. For schedules, log on to http://www.fullingtontours.com/. 

Tickets can be purchased from the LHU Bookstore. 

 

Traveling by train with Amtrak is the second option. The closest Amtrak station to Lock 

Haven is located in Lewistown, which is about 40 minutes from our campus. Amtrak 

offers students a membership, which not only can get you great savings with fares but 

can also save you some money on food, clothes, etc. To learn how to obtain a student 

membership and find out about fares, visit the Amtrak website at www.amtrak.com.  

 

Flying from Williamsport or State College is the third option. Both airports are about 35 

minutes from the University. From either airport you can easily fly to almost anywhere 

in the United States and abroad. For more information on flights, connections, arrivals, 

and departures, please visit the websites for both airports at http://www.flyipt.com and 

www.statecollegeairport.org. You might want to check airline websites to look for 

airfare deals. Many airlines in the U.S. offer special airfares to students. 

 

Health Care and Insurance 
 

It is a requirement of the U.S. Government, and a condition of your visa, that you have 

health and accident insurance that is valid for the length of your stay in the United 

States.  Please see the additional information on our website: 

• www.lockhaven.edu/students/student_resources/international_studies/current/m

edical_insurance.html 

If you plan to bring insurance from your home country, please know that if 

you need any medical help you may have to pay the costs up front, which 

could be in excess of thousands of dollars depending on the illness or 

injury.  If you choose to purchase a U.S. based health insurance plan, you will pay the 

balance of what the insurance does not cover.  U.S. based health insurance plans can 

be found on our website listed above. 

Upon arrival to LHU, you will be asked to provide proof of insurance in English. A 

statement of health insurance coverage must include your name, a start and end date, 

and meet the minimum requirements listed below. 

http://www.fullingtontours.com/
file://///lark/International%20Studies/International%20Student%20Services/Admission/Fall%202018/www.lockhaven.edu/students/student_resources/international_studies/current/medical_insurance.html
file://///lark/International%20Studies/International%20Student%20Services/Admission/Fall%202018/www.lockhaven.edu/students/student_resources/international_studies/current/medical_insurance.html
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You are required to purchase coverage before you leave your home 

country.  Information can be found at the link above or if you prefer by e-mailing 

John at jgradel@lockhaven.edu for more information.  You are free to purchase any 

policy providing it meets these minimum requirements: 

• Medical benefits of at least $100,000 per accident or illness; 
• Repatriation of Remains in the amount of $25,000;  

• Medical Evacuation in the amount of $50,000; 

• Deductibles not to exceed $500 per accident or illness 

If you intend to participate in a competitive sporting activity at LHU, your 

insurance must cover you for this activity.  Policies offering this level of coverage are 

available through Student Life Office for approximately $300 USD per semester (subject 

to change).  Please contact the CGE for complete details.  

Please Note: Your insurance policy MUST be translated into English and meet the 

minimum requirements set above. 

 

Computer Requirement 

 

Lock Haven University requires that all students attending Lock Haven University come 

prepared with a laptop computer. The laptop requirement is designed to aid in note 

taking, interactive classroom activities, and out of class learning experiences (including: 

homework, research, and collaborative projects). 

 

Wireless Internet Coverage 

 

Lock Haven’s campus is in the process of becoming fully wireless.  Currently, most 

academic classrooms are wireless.  In the residence halls, most common areas are 

wireless.  The wireless connection is not available in residence hall rooms; however, 

you can connect with an Ethernet cord, which you may want to bring with you.  You 

can purchase an Ethernet cord in the Bookstore as well.  A technician will be able to 

assist you once you arrive to Lock Haven within a few days to get you hooked up.   

 

mailto:jgradel@lockhaven.edu
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Creating Your E-mail Account 

 

Prior to arriving at LHU you received information on how to access you LHU email 

account; however, during New International Student Orientation, the CGE staff will 

assist you in setting up your Lock Haven University e-mail account if you have not 

already done so. This account is free and is how the University will communicate with 

you regarding official business.  Checking your e-mail daily is a good habit to form while 

a student at LHU.  The CGE and Lock Haven University will NOT communicate with you 

via your Gmail, Hotmail, Yahoo, etc. accounts. Do not worry if you have not been able 

to set up your LHU e-mail account; that will be covered during orientation 

 

Driver’s License in Pennsylvania 

 

If you intend to drive in Pennsylvania, you should know that you cannot get a 

Pennsylvania driver’s license if you have less than one year remaining on your I-20 or 

DS-2019 at the time of application. If you will be in the U.S. for less than one year, you 

can drive for up to one year if you have a valid foreign driver's license and an 

international driving permit. You must obtain the international permit before leaving 

your country. Find out where in your country to obtain an International Driver’s Permit:  

• http://www.drivers.com/article/207/  

 

Students with Disabilities 

 

Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania encourages academically qualified students with 

disabilities to take advantage of its educational programs. The University is responsible 

for ensuring that courses, programs, services, jobs, activities, and facilities are available 

and usable in the most integrated and appropriate settings. Students with disabilities 

seeking accommodations must identify as an individual with a disability and document, 

from the appropriate professional, how the disability limits their participation in courses, 

programs, services, jobs, activities, and facilities. Upon receipt of documentation of a 

disability, it is the responsibility of the Office for Disability Services for Students (ODSS) 

to explore and facilitate reasonable accommodations, academic adjustments, and/or 

http://www.drivers.com/article/207/
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auxiliary aids and services for individuals with disabilities in courses, programs, services, 

activities, and facilities. Students anticipating the need for accommodations, both before 

and after enrollment, are encouraged to contact Disability Services. 

 

If you have questions, please contact the Office of Disability Services by: 

• Phone: +1-570-484-2454 

• E-mail: disability_services@lockhaven.edu  
• Website: 

www.lockhaven.edu/colleges/Business_Information/academic_development/disa

bility_services/  

International Friendship Program 

 

Are you worried about your transition into the United States?   Concerned you might 

not have a friend once you get here? Lock Haven University has a program to get you 

connected! Our International Friendship Program will connect you with a friend, usually 

a professor or community member who will show you American culture to help you feel 

at home.  They may invite you for coffee or take you shopping or invite you to 

participate in family activities. Also, there are a lot of activities hosted by the University 

that you will have the opportunity to participate in.  More details to come once you 

arrive for International Student Orientation! 

 

Eagles Explorer Program 
 

Lock Haven University students have the opportunity to learn about local, state, 

regional, and national history, culture, and customs through the Eagles Explorer 

Program.  This signature program is an affordable, safe, and smart opportunity for 

students to learn about the rich and diverse historical and cultural offerings in Lock 

Haven, Pennsylvania and beyond.  The program consists of several educational tours to 

cities such as New York, Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, and many more based upon 

the interest of our students.  Students are provided these unique educational 

opportunities that ease their integration into the United States culture.  The Eagles 

Explorer Program also offers international and domestic students the opportunities to 

form life-lasting friendships.  This diverse program is a hallmark of the Institute of 

International Studies at Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania. 

 

mailto:disability_services@lockhaven.edu
http://www.lockhaven.edu/colleges/Business_Information/academic_development/disability_services/
http://www.lockhaven.edu/colleges/Business_Information/academic_development/disability_services/
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Student Success Series 

 

Each semester Lock Haven University international students are provided with a series 

of meetings, programs, workshops, and events that are designed to help international 

students acclimate to the social and academic culture in Lock Haven.  This is an 

extended orientation program designed to give students the tools for success at Lock 

Haven University.  The purpose of this series is to help students experience what LHU 

and the surrounding community has to offer.  The program combines workshops on 

special topics with social and cultural events designed to enrich international students 

stay at LHU and by assisting the University with retention.  International students are 

encouraged to participate in all events (some are required).  All events are free and 

some will require registration. 

 

More About the City of Lock Haven & Lock Haven University 

 

Before you arrive, take some time to become familiar with the City of Lock Haven by 

visiting their website here:  

• http://www.lockhavencity.org/  

and to familiarize yourself with Lock Haven University campus map: 

• http://www.lockhaven.edu/students/campus_safety/Maps.html 

http://www.lockhavencity.org/
http://www.lockhaven.edu/students/campus_safety/Maps.html
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The Center for Global Engagement 

  

200 Ulmer Hall 

Lock Haven, Pennsylvania 17745 

  

Phone:  +1-570-484-2140 

Fax:  +1-570-484-2537 

Email: international@lockhaven.edu 

Web: www.lockhaven.edu/international_studies/ 

Office Hours: 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM  

Monday through Friday - Eastern Standard Time 


